
Fellow parishioners and friends of St George’s 
 
In the last two weeks the unprecedented circumstances around the spread of the 
coronavirus required that we had to revise our plans, ministry and operations 
multiple times in line with government regulations. At 23:59 on Thursday, 26 
March, South Africa will go into a 21-day lockdown to enforce social distancing 
and curtail the spread of Covid-19. In the last few days, many of us have 
experienced anxiety, uncertainty and perhaps even fear over the implications of 
a lockdown. On behalf of the pastoral team, I would like to therefore offer you 
our support during this time, albeit it being digitally.  
 
The parish office will be physically closed during this period, like most other 
organizations in the country, but our operations are continuing. You can still 
phone and email the office, contact any of the clergy and staff, who will simply be 
working from home. The Bread for Life ministry will unfortunately not be 
operating during this time, but we are assured that our government will provide 
shelter, food and medical support for the vulnerable. Essential pastoral work, 
such as funerals are permissible during this time, but under strict conditions.  
 
Meeting the deadline and abiding to the lockdown, our ministry team pre-
recorded video content that will be distributed and communicated in the days 
and weeks to come. If you are not sure where to watch the sermons and Holy 
Week services, please get in contact with us so that we can help and direct you.  
 
Our communication platforms are predominately through email and WhatsApp 
messages. Video recordings can be viewed on YouTube. Our website will have 
links to the videos, sermons notes, Bible lessons for youth, and the weekly pew 
leaflet that has been redesigned for easier reading on a screen. The Facebook 
page will reflect what are uploaded on these platforms. On our Instagram page 
we will regularly post prayers and updates.  
 
I would like to appeal to you during this time of economic uncertainty to please 
continue supporting St George’s financially and with your prayers. Our income 
will be affected, but it is our moral obligations to pay the wages and salaries of 
our staff. Also, in our efforts to produce video content and continue our ministry 
in digital form, we are incurring filming and editing costs. Would you please 
consider helping to finance this new and necessary form of ministry, which 
ministers not only to immediate parishioners, but indeed to a global community, 
who can access the content from anywhere in the world? 
 
Here are the necessary links, which you can regularly check for fresh content: 
- Parish website: https://www.stgeorgesparktown.org 
- St George’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVdHoVXM9fZWSsR_Sic_1wg 
 - Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/StGeorgesParktown/?epa=SEARCH_BOX 
- Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/st.georges.parktown/ 
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Please ‘Like’ our Facebook page, ‘follow’ us on Instagram, and ‘subscribe’ to our 
YouTube channel to be notified when new content becomes available. Please add 
the St George’s WhatsApp number as a contact on your phone to receive weekly 
updates: 072 569 0346.  
 
Pray and support one another, and let us know how you are doing during the 
lockdown. Through our collective effort, we are stopping the disease. God bless! 
 
 
Rev Eben Grobbelaar 
26 March 2020 
 


