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SERMON  SUNDAY 23  AUGUST 2020:  ST GEORGE’S PARKTOWN 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

WE ARE TRANSFORMED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Exodus 1: 8-2.10 The Story of Moses in the bull-rushes  

Psalm 124:  We escape from the snares of life through the power of 

God’s Spirit 

Romans 12: 1-8 There is new life in Christ, we are transformed by the 

renewing of our minds through the power of the Holy Spirit 

Matthew 16: 13-20 Jesus gives Peter the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven  

________________________________________________________________ 

 
[1] On the eighth Sunday after Pentecost (26 July 2020), Fr Gerard 

delivered the best sermon on the parable of the mustard seed that I have 

heard. It resonated with me not only because of what he said the mustard 

seed symbolized but also because of his timely reminder of what a brilliant 

rhetorical device parables are. They compel us to think in about our being 

and that of others in ways that we may not previously have seen or 

imagined. 

 

[2]  Until very recently, I had, over these past 55 years, imagined that the 

seed was a metaphor for us, as individuals. In other words, I had 

understood it to refer to the fact that some of us fall by the wayside, some 

of us prosper, some of us never amount to much and so on. Then, on the 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost (12 July 2020), Fr Anthony delivered an 

excellent sermon on the parable of the sower that made me realise that the 
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parable may not refer to us an individual so much as ourselves in different 

contexts and situations. 

 

[3] The reason I mention these two sermons is that, if you had asked me  

few months ago whether I was familiar with the parables of the mustard 

seed and the sower, I’d have replied , with the merest hint of irritation in my 

voice that, ‘Yes, I was.’  And , if I had been asked whether I was au fait with 

their message, I’d have given a similar answer.  But, in Christianity, we 

never stop learning and gaining fresh insights into what Jesus was saying. 

It is also helpful to remember that ministry is never individualised but, 

ultimately, is collective. 

 

[4]  In today’s gospel reading Jesus says to Peter that he will give him 

the keys to the kingdom of heaven. This has given rise to many of the 

jokes- which I heard especially as a schoolboy about Peter standing at the 

‘pearly gates’ of heaven and asking lots of probing questions, before he 

decides to let the candidates in or to cast them aside. 

 

[5] The ‘pearliness’ of the gates derives from Revelation 21:21 in which 

the gates are described as ‘pearls’. 

 

[6] Entry into heaven involves a transformation into an existence that 

surpasses our understanding, in this earthly life. We shall be changed. As 

Saint Paul so beautifully describes it in 1 Corinthians 15:52: ‘In a moment, 

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and 

the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.’ This is 

sung to the most beautiful orchestral music in Handel’s Messiah.  
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[7] But we cannot adequately prepare ourselves for this transformation 

all by ourselves, however, clever, wise or insightful we may be. We need 

the church, however flawed it may be. Jesus says that he will use Peter as 

the rock upon which he will build the church and Peter was a hugely flawed 

individual. Jesus tells us that it is the church is necessary so that the keys 

to the kingdom of heaven may open the gates. 

 

[8] As Paul tells us this morning in his letter to the Romans, there is new 

life in Christ. We are transformed by the renewing of our minds through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. We need the experience and the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit. This is not to proclaim that the church is infallible, always 

correct on every matter of doctrine. Far from it. 

 

[9] In classic Anglican theology, we need not just reason to be 

transformed for the better. We also need more than scripture. We need 

tradition. That tradition is passed down through the church. We need 

community for the Holy Spirit to work through us. We need discernment – 

to use a phrase that is enjoying a theological revival.  

 

[10] That is why we pray in the collect of today that we may be reminded 

of those who have gone before us, and of how, through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, we may be transformed. This transformation includes offering 

our gifts in the service of our Lord. 

 

[11] The story of Moses in bull-rushes being discovered by pharaoh’s 

daughter is an important signal that the transformative power of the Holy 
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Spirit for good has an OT progeny. Pharaoh’s daughter, the enemy, not 

only had compassion for Moses but came to love him.  The Holy Spirit 

worked upon her and saved Moses. Imagine history, imagine Judaism and 

Christianity without Moses! 

 

[12]  As the psalmist sings this morning, we escape from the snares of life 

through the power of God’s Spirit. 

[13]  We have faith that we can and shall be changed! We live in Christian 

hope of transformation. And all of this is made possible through the love of 

God! 

 

 

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


