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One of the biggest and often prevalent social issues that we face is people that are unfortunately 
false: the ones who exploit, the hypocrites, the ones who say one thing, but actually do another. 
Jesus has some strong words for such people; especially those who claim religious 
righteousness, while bending the rules they impose on others when it suits them. In Matthew 23, 
Jesus calls such people whitewashed tombstones- respectable at first impressions, but contains 
vice. The Apostle Paul equally admonishes in 2 Thess. 3 that we should avoid such people. He 
goes even so far as saying that such people should not be counted among Christians. Paul argues 
for his statement, saying: look at our example - we worked hard for our food, and live disciplined 
lives. 

The question is what distinguishes this advice from cultural norms to theological status? In 
Psalm 128, the writer endorses this universal work ethic as it offers an explanation that it is 
borne from the deep respect, i.e. the fear, of God, who will offer peace to those who live with 
integrity. The particular danger of falsehood is just how easily we make it into an economy; a 
social transactional system. The typical response to falsehood and fake people is mistrust. The 
seemingly natural response is to adjust our behaviour proportionally. 

The blessing offered from God is peace and prosperity, while harbouring mistrust towards 
politicians, the government, our neighbours and social media becomes the self-induced curse of 
building walls of suspicion, making a currency of mistrust following our self-preservation, 
therefore losing respect for God as we lose trust in him when our anger ensues while looking at 
the injustice being done to us as individuals. 

The humility of distancing ourselves from the indignation of falsehood calls for an alternative 
perception and response that will not take us down a nihilistic path of inconclusive and hopeless 
realities. The value of justice and truth demand nothing otherwise from us. The lack of 
authenticity destabilizes in fact systems of human interaction resulting in chaos, where all 
meaning is lost to despair and conflict with everyone. 

The acclaimed clinical psychologist Jordan Peterson in his book, "12 rules for life," asks how can 
the world be freed from the dilemma of conflict, social and psychological dissolution? He 
tentatively argues, by the elevation and development of the individual. He says that each one of 
us must adopt as much responsibility as possible for individual life, society and the world, even 
if it is at times lonely and burdensome. "We must each tell the truth and repair what is in 
disrepair and break down and recreate what is old and out-dated. It is in this manner that we 
can and must reduce the suffering that poisons the cold. It’s asking a lot. It's asking for 
everything. But the alternative- the horror of... the chaos, the tragic catastrophe of the unbridled 
world, the existential angst and weakness of the purposeless individual." 

In order to evade a miserable existence, lived in society, proper living enables us to "withstand 
the knowledge of an own fragility and mortality, our own sense of aggrieved victim hood that 
produces resentment, envy and desire for vengeance." It may even help us to resist the 
construction of our own falseness as a shield against an inability to adequately address grievous 
societal and personal problems. The ethical decision and subsequent willingness to take 
responsibility is the path to a meaningful, peaceable life. 



The ancient Biblical writers were aware of this and constructed meaning through their cultural 
and linguistic expressions. Importantly I think, they framed it in the theological expression of 
meaning that attains anthropological longevity informing this generation of God’s intent to 
consistently desiring to establish order, peace and progression. Amen. 


