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Dear Friends 
 
By now you have all hopefully become accustomed to a new way of life as we meet the call set out by President 
Ramaphosa in his address to the nation announcing our lockdown. The effects of this crisis—largely unparalleled in 
our lifetimes—have undoubtedly been felt by all, whether while standing at a safe social distance in a queue outside 
the shops, fighting back young intruders to one’s home office during frequent video conferences with colleagues or 
simply stocking out of one’s preferred nightcap. Beyond the immediate public health concerns, the gravest 
uncertainties that we face likely relate to our own financial outlook, and as we all watch our pocketbooks that much 
more closely than we did perhaps even two months ago, St. George’s must do the same. We are now in the midst of 
the most significant disruption to our normal worship schedule in a lifetime, a disruption that unfortunately does little 
to alleviate the pressures of fixed costs on the parish coffers. 
 
While the closure of church facilities provides marginal savings on printing of pew leaflets and basic utilities like 
electricity and water, and some discretionary maintenance can be deferred until greater certainty returns, the bulk of 
our budgeted expenditure consists of fixed costs, which are constant regardless of our physical presence. Items such 
as insurance and staff wages are some of our more significant fixed costs, and as a principle, we are committed to 
fulfilling our wage obligations to the staff of St. George’s, who can ill afford to go without pay during a time such as 
this.  
 
Further, certain other costs have increased as we have been forced to transition the means of fellowship to meet the 
demands of these challenging times. As an example, our digital media budget for the year, previously set at R30,000, 
has more than doubled to an approximate R80,000 as a result of the production of the series of expanded online 
services for our both our main congregation and youth ministry. While we should be proud that St. George’s has been 
a leader both in the Diocese and nationally in the digitisation of our ministry, even garnering the attention of last 
week’s Sunday Times, the impact on our already fragile budget cannot be ignored.  
 
Our request to you during this time, therefore, is to please continue your already generous support to the extent your 
individual budgets allow to support the work of our ministry team, now available both for our own congregation and 
the broader online community as well. 
 

• If you regularly contribute in the offering plate, please consider either Snapscan or EFT as a means of 
continuing that contribution electronically while mass is suspended. Details for both of these methods of 
payment can be found on our Donations page (https://www.stgeorgesparktown.org/donations).  

 
Alternatively, if you do prefer the physical act of donation into the plate each week, consider putting that 
amount aside physically in a drawer at home each week, to accumulate and bring with you to church when 
we meet again. 

 
• If you are a regular DG giver using direct debit, standing order or Snapscan already, we urge you to please 

carry on with your regularly scheduled contributions. 
 

• Finally, as we celebrate Holy Week from a distance, please remember this year’s Easter offering. For several 
years now, this offering has been shared generously with all of our clergy and staff. We would encourage you 
to please give generously at this time, particularly to express our gratitude to those who have served St. 
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George’s tirelessly during our recent interregnum period. You may use your preferred method of payment 
clearly marking “Easter Offering”.  

 
We hope that despite these trying times, you find yourselves in a state of health and comfort. Please feel free to 
contact us with any feedback or questions you may have. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

      
Andrew Del Boccio      Siviwe Dongwana 
Warden       Warden 
Director of Dedicated Giving     sdongwana@adamantem.co.za 
adelboccio@gmail.com 


