
Very nice to meet you 
 
Good friends are worth having. Community and a sense of belonging is what give 
our lives meaning. Most of us don’t function too well when being alone for too 
long. Knowing someone is coming over typically spurs us to get things ready, and 
we all love the feeling of homeliness. To establish good relationships is to create 
the space for the homecoming of our souls, our personhood, and through whom 
we find the worthwhileness to living as we enjoy spending our time in good 
company.  
Jesus, I believe, epitomized what a #BFF (best friend forever) is. In my own 
coming to St George’s, I would like to follow the example of Jesus’ life as one who 
is a good friend that would support, listen, offer a cup of tea, care, and even offer 
an opinion. I would also like to believe that Jesus, having a perfect understanding 
of what it means to live in community with the Father and the Spirit, gained from 
his interactions with people and in particular his disciples. Good relationships 
are a godly thing as we reflect such virtues that testify to harmonious living and 
peace. 
As Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us, came to live among humans, to become one of 
us, we offer a sense of homecoming to him, which he offers in return in a much 
grander, more meaningful, and intimate way as he shows us the way to the 
Father in communion with the Spirit.  
On Advent Sunday, as I became one of the faith community of St George’s, the 
advent, or coming together of our lives, marked the destiny of our futures and 
indeed the development of our natures to embody more of Christ’s godly 
character.  
God has amazing ways of bringing people together. Before coming to St George’s 
I was the assistant priest at St Michael’s in Bryanston. My time there, serving and 
getting to know the people, has similarly influenced me and given me lifelong 
friends. When someone asks me where home is to me, I never quite know how to 
answer. I’ve pastored the Parish of Mashishing in Mpumalanga before I returned 
to Joburg where I spent many years as a teenager. Yet, a piece of my heart is in 
the Lowveld, the place where I completed my curacy and lived for a few years. As 
I look to the sky, I feel myself a global citizen, belonging to a people yet unknown. 
Where is home for you? If you call St George’s a home, I wish to be part of the 
household of God, where you and I are invited to do life together, and to welcome 
others who you think would really like to be one of our friends, because honestly, 
who wouldn’t want to be?  
If we haven’t met yet, my name is Eben Grobbelaar, and I am the new priest at St 
George’s. As God brings our lives together, let us honour him for what he wants 
to do through us. 
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Hearty thanks 
 
I would like to thank everyone who has generously provided in filling the rectory 
kitchen cupboards with food. Your thoughtfulness and kindness overwhelmed 
me as I joined the parish at the start of December! I am deeply appreciative of 
your effort to make me feel welcome, settled, and cared for by the St George’s 
community. I look forward to getting to know you all better. 
 
Rev. Eben 


